
THAAD
Endo/Exoatmospheric Intercept Capability



OVERVIEW

The Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) Weapon System is a key element of the 
Ballistic Missile Defense System (BMDS). The system’s threat set includes short-range, 
medium-range, and limited intermediate-range ballistic missile threats.

Each THAAD battery includes five major components: interceptors, launchers, a radar, a fire 
control unit and support equipment. 

ADVANCED CAPABILITIES

• Combat proven
• Only U.S. system in the world designed to intercept a wide class of  

endo- and exo-atmospheric ballistic missile threats using proven Hit-to-Kill technology
• High firepower to counter mass raids with tactical reload timelines measured in minutes
• Mobile and rapidly deployable to flexibly adapt to changing threats around the globe
• Interoperable with other BMDS elements such as Patriot, PAC-3®, Aegis, forward based 

sensors and the Command, Control, Battle Management and Communications (C2BMC) 
system to enable Integrated Air and Missile Defense mission capabilities

• Recently integrated with PAC-3 Missile Segmant Enhancement (MSE)
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